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UNDERSTANDING

PLASTIC POLLUTION
THROUGH EXPLORATION, EDUCATION AND SOLUTIONS



Dear Friends of 5 Gyres,

This has been a watershed year for a growing organization 
!"#$%&%'"&(#%)"**"+(,%-$"*%.&*#%*./"('0%!1%!/&..12%3.%+3/%4/*#%
global survey of plastic pollution in all 5 subtropical gyres, sail-
ing over 30,000 miles across 5 oceans to document plastic in 
new areas of the world. 

And despite discovering that a thin veneer of plastic pollution 
5+&#*%&6/+**%&%73&/#1/%+8%#$1%.9&(1#:*%*3/8&610%!1%6+)1%#+%;+3%
with a message of hope and a focused plan to move toward 
solutions.   

Our mission is simple, “To transform society towards sustain-
ability by researching how waste affects our planet and people, 
and showing citizens, governments and corporations how to 
effect change.” We do this through research, education and a 
focus on solutions.

Your continued contribution of time and resources help The 
5 Gyres Institute to continue our work conserving our shared 
oceans.

Fair Winds and Following Seas,

Marcus Eriksen, PhD & Anna Cummins
Co-founders,  The 5 Gyres Institute
 



UNDERSTANDING

PLASTIC POLLUTION
THROUGH EXPLORATION, EDUCATION AND SOLUTIONS

Our Oceans in Crisis
<3/% +61&(*% &/1% 3(21/% '/&=1% &##&6>% 8/+)% &99% 5&(>*,%
<=1/4*$"('0%&6"2"46&#"+(0%'9+?&9%!&/)"('0%3/?&(%/3(+880%
and now a steady stream of petroleum-based plastics 
5+!"('%"(#+%+3/%*1&*%#$/1&#1(%+3/%219"6&#1%&(2%./16"+3*%
marine ecosystems.  

Virtually unheard of 10 years ago, the plastics issue has 
now entered the public sphere, drawing attention from 
major media networks, NGOs, government agencies, 
and even popular talk shows such as Oprah, Martha 
Stewart, and the Colbert Report. The focus however has 
61(#1/12%3.+(%+(9;%+(1%+8%#$1%4=1%*3?#/+."6&9%';/1*%@%
#$1%AB/1&#%C&6"46%B&/?&'1%C&#6$D%?1#!11(%E&9"8+/("&%
and Hawaii. 

F1%?1'&(%$1&/"('% #$1% *&)1%731*#"+(*%+=1/% &(2%+=1/0%
“Are there garbage patches in other oceans? What 
about the Southern hemisphere gyres? What can we do 
#+%4G%#$1%./+?91)HD

Our Work
We founded 5 Gyres to answer these, as well as several 
+#$1/%>1;%/1*1&/6$%731*#"+(*%&?+3#%.9&*#"6%)&/"(1%.+993-
tion. We share our results with the world through high 
./+491%16+I&2=1(#3/1*% #$&#%$"'$9"'$#% #$1%/1*1&/6$%&(2%
promote solutions.  And we invite the public to join our 
1G.12"#"+(*% @% *6"1(#"*#*0% 49))&>1/*0% J+3/(&9"*#*0% &/#"*#*0%
and interested citizens who will work side by side with us 
"(%+3/%/1*1&/6$%&(2%*$&/1%#$1"/%1G.1/"1(61*%?&6>%+(%9&(2,%

F1:=1%(+!%?11(%#+%&99%K%*3?#/+."6&9%';/1*%2+63)1(#"('%
the presence of plastic pollution, and discovering that this 
"*%#/39;%&%'9+?&9% "**31,%L&(;%731*#"+(*%$+!1=1/%/1)&"(%@%
what is the ultimate fate of microplastics at sea?  What 
potential impacts do plastics have on human health, as 
chemical-laden plastic particles are ingested by marine 
organisms and enter the food chain? Where are the 
plastic pollution hotspots that we can repair, and how 
do we  apply solutions globally?
 
-$1*1%731*#"+(*0%&9+('%!"#$%+3/%211.%6+))"#)1(#%#+%
realistic solutions, carve the future path of The 5 Gyres 
Institute.  We hope you will join us on the voyage. 

A Global Problem
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SOUTH PACIFIC SUBTROPICAL GYRE @ SPRING 2011
-$1% M+3#$% C&6"46% M3?#/+."6&9% B;/1% 1G.12"#"+(%!&*% &% KNNNI)"91% J+3/(1;%
island-hopping from Valdivia, Chile to Tahiti in French Polynesia. On 
O&*#1/% P*9&(2% "(% #$1% )"2291% +8% #$1% *"GI!11>% =+;&'10% !1% 6$&('12%
crew, bringing a new group of sailors, scientists, and journalists 
on board. We collected 48 samples, trawling every 50 miles along 
a 2424 nautical mile transect between Robinson Crusoe and 
Pitcairn islands. No previous research had been done on marine pollution 
"(%#$"*%/1'"+(,%<3/%/1*39#*%*$+!%&%691&/9;%214(12%'&/?&'1%.&#6$0%#$1%4/*#%
discovered in the Southern Hemisphere.

NORTH PACIFIC SUBTROPICAL GYRE @ JUNE 2012
The 5 Gyres Institute, in partnership with the Algalita Marine Research 
Institute, surveyed the aftermath of the Japanese tsunami. In over 
Q0NNN%)"91*% +8% *&"9"('0% !1% 2"*6+=1/12% #$&#% #$1%AB/1&#% C&6"46% B&/?&'1%
Patch” is much larger than we thought, traversing the entire North 
C&6"46,%F+/>"('% !"#$% '+=1/()1(#% &'1(6"1*% &(2% *6"1(#"*#*% &/+3(2% #$1%
world, we were able to collect data about invasive species, radioactiv-
ity of debris, pollutants on plastic, and validate ocean current models.  
-$1%6+(#/"?3#"+(*%#+%*6"1(61%&(2%*6"1(#"*#*%!1/1%?1;+(2%1G.16#&#"+(*,

!"#$%&#'()*++,-#'.#/.*0#1(,#2#34),&#"0&'*'5',#.0#'(,*)#,67,-*'*.0#'.#'(,#8.5'(#9%:*;:#85<').7*:%+#34),=##1(,#/.5)0,4#>%?,#@,#%#
+*A,B+.0>#@,@.)4#%0-#(,+7,-#>*?,#@,#:)*'*:%+#;)&'#(%0-#C0.$+,->,#B#%0#,67,)*,0:,#'(%'#(%&#7).?,0#*0?%+5%<+,#$*'(#@4#@*&&*.0#
'.#(,+7#(5@%0*'4#C*:C#'(,#&*0>+,B5&,#<%>#(%<*'=D#

E#F0-4#G,++,)H#I.50-,)#.A#J(*:.#K%>

LMHMMM#&,%#@*+,&#')%?,+,-#A).@#NMOMBNMON

<3/%R31*#%#+%OG.9+/1%#$1%<61&(:*%K%B;/1*

S16+'("T"('%&%/1*1&/6$%'&.%"(%#$1%*6"1(61%+8%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%*+3#$%+8%#$1%173&#+/0%K%B;/1*%*1#%*&"9%#+%"(=1*#"'&#1,%%<3/%
1G.12"#"+(*%#++>%3*%&/+3(2%#$1%!+/92,%%U99%+61&(*%&/1%6+((16#12%?;%63//1(#*%#$&#%6"/63)(&="'&#1%#$1%.+91*%&(2%6/+**%#$1%
173&#+/,%%F1%3*1%6+).3#1/%)+219*%21=19+.12%8/+)%216&21*%+8%2/"8#1/%?3+;%*#32"1*%#+%./12"6#%#$1%9+6&#"+(%&(2%21(*"#;%
+8%.9&*#"6%"(%#$1%4=1%*3?#/+."6&9%';/1*,%F"#$%+3/%4(2"('*0%!1%./+)+#1%/1&9"*#"6%*+93#"+(*%+(%9&(2,

OG.9+/&#"+(%"(%M1&/6$%+8%U(*!1/*
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INDIAN OCEAN GYRE @ MARCH 2010
The Indian Ocean Gyre voyage was an unanticipated opportunity to trav-
el across the northern region of the accumulation zone in March 2010, sail-
ing from Perth, Australia to Mauritius aboard the Stad Amsterdam. Using 
the workshop onboard the 272 ft. Clipper Ship, we invented a new sam-
pling device called the “Hi-Speed Trawl”, which collects surface samples at 
&(%3(./16121(#12%V%>(+#*,%K%B;/1*%!&*%&?91%#+%6+9916#%#$1%4/*#%*&).91*%
of plastic pollution in the Indian Ocean, and has since sold several new 
trawls to other scientists.

SOUTH ATLANTIC SUBTROPICAL GYRE @ FALL 2010
We sailed 11,000 miles across the South Atlantic Subtropical Gyre on 
#$/11%*1.&/&#1%1G.12"#"+(*%?1'"(("('% "(%#$1%W&99%+8%XNYNZ%[1'%Y0%S"+%21%
Janiero to Ascension Island; Leg 2, Rio de Janiero to Cape Town; Leg 3, 
\&)"?"&% #+%]/3'3&;,%-$1*1%!1/1% #$1% 4/*#% 1G.12"#"+(*% #+% *#32;%.9&*#"6%
pollution in the South Atlantic, resulting in a robust data set of over 110 
*&).91*,% %F1%6+99&?+/&#12%!"#$% #$1%]("#12%\&#"+(*:% M&81%C9&(1#%E&)-
paign,  ASR Limited, and research scientist Chelsea Rochman from UC 
^&="*%&(2%M&(%^"1'+%M#&#1:*%)&/"(1%#+G"6+9+';%./+'/&),%%P(%&22"#"+(%#+%
collecting samples to study the density and distribution of plastic pollu-
#"+(0%!1%&9*+%6+9916#12%8+/&'"('%4*$%"(%+3/%#/&!9*,%%-$1%.3/.+*1%+8%6+9916#-
"('%4*$%#"**31*%&(2%+/'&(*%"*%#+%1G&)"(1%#$1%/+91%+8%.9&*#"6%&*%&%=16#+/%8+/%
the transfer of chemical pollutants in the marine foodweb. 

NORTH ATLANTIC SUBTROPICAL GYRE @ JANUARY 2010
We met the vessel Sea Dragon in St. Thomas, V.I. in late January 2010 to 
?1'"(%#$1%4/*#%+8%)&(;%K%B;/1*%1G.12"#"+(*,% %U%6/1!%+8%Y_%*1#%+3#%+(%
a 1000 nautical mile journey to Bermuda, then eastward another 2000 
)"91*% #+% #$1%UT+/1*,%-$1% 4=1I!11>% 1G.12"#"+(% /1*39#12% "(% _K% *&).91*0%
!"#$%+(1%6+(#&"("('%)+/1% #$&(%`VN0NNN%.&/#"691*%.1/% *73&/1%>"9+)1#1/,%
This sample had ten times more plastic than the average of all others, 
"993*#/&#"('%$+!%#$1%2"*#/"?3#"+(%+8%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%6&(%=&/;%*"'("46&(#9;%
inside the gyres.  One year later, our poster, titled “An Investigation of 
Plastic Marine Debris Across the North Atlantic Subtropical Gyre” was 
presented at the 5th International Marine Debris Conference in Hawaii.  

T.)'(#9%:*;:#34),
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!U4#%-?,0'5),#$*'(#2#34),&#%:).&&#'(,#F'+%0'*:#$%&#%#+*A,#:(%0>*0>#,67,)*,0:,=#
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T.)'(#9%:*;:#34),

8.5'(#9%:*;:#34),

<3/% #$/11% 1G.12"#"+(*% &6/+**% #$1% M+3#$%U#9&(#"6% B;/1% ./+23612% YYN%
samples in over 11,000 miles of sailing.  These data will be available soon, 
&(2%6+)?"(12%!"#$%2&#&%8/+)%+3/%1G.12"#"+(*%"(%&99%#$1%+#$1/%';/1*0%!"99%
*1/=1%&*%#$1%4/*#%'9+?&9%?&*19"(1%2&#&*1#%+8%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(,

In 2012 we sailed through the Japanese Tsunami Debris Field to study 
how the material culture from modern society fares when swept out to 
sea.  We sailed to and from Japan, also documenting plastic pollution in 
#$1%!1*#1/(%\+/#$%C&6"46%B;/1%8+/%#$1%4/*#%#")1,

We are now working to publish our data in peer-reviewed journals.  With 
this new information we can more honestly and accurately engage stake-
holders with the solutions that work. 

4

a1;%W"(2"('*Z%-$1%<61&(:*%K%B;/1*
^3/"('%+3/%("(1%1G.12"#"+(*%&/+3(2%#$1%!+/920%!1:=1%6+9916#12%)+/1%
than 400 research samples in over 30,000 miles of sailing and sampling. 
-$1*1%1G.12"#"+(*%&/1%;"192"('%/1*39#*%#$&#%!"99%"993*#/&#1%#$1%'9+?&9%")-
.&6#%+8%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%"(%&99%4=1%*3?#/+."6&9%';/1*,%-$"*%2&#&0%+(61%.3?-
lished, will provide a global baseline for future comparisons. 

F1%2"*6+=1/12%&%(1!%'&/?&'1%.&#6$%"(%#$1%M+3#$%C&6"46%<61&(%&(2%!"99%
soon publish these results.  Of the 48 samples collected, two contained 
(+%.9&*#"60%?3#%YNNN%)"91*%9&#1/%!1%1(#1/12%#$1%61(#1/%+8%#$1%';/10%4(2-
ing nearly 400,000 particles per km .  We also observed a difference in 
the amount of plastic pollution on the sea surface relative to sea state.  
In other words, as the height of the waves increased, plastic pollution 
was pushed downward. 

2



5 Gyres Research Innovations
F1%/16+'("T12%&%'&.%"(%#$1%*6"1(#"46%9"#1/&#3/1%&?+3#%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%"(%#$1%*+3#$1/(%$1)"*.$1/10%*+%!1%216"212%#+%
"(=1*#"'&#1%"#%+3/*19=1*0%?3#%!"#$%!$&#%173".)1(#H%%

The traditional manta trawl used by oceanographic institutions was too big, so we designed a 60% smaller version.  We 
also observed that most studies of plastic pollution will use a trawl every 50-100 miles for a very short duration. Since 
the time between each sample site is lost time, we invented the hi-speed trawl. This trawl, used in conjunction with the 
manta trawl, allows us to sample the sea surface continuously from one continent to another, an unprecedented feat.  
When canoeists, kayakers, and ocean rowers asked,  “How can we help?”, we built the Kayak Trawl.  Together, our inven-
tions have increased our ability to monitor this issue worldwide. 

Citizen Science and the Travel Trawl
The goal of citizen science is to provide the public with the means to make a valuable contribution to ocean conservation.  
C1+.91%)&;%J+"(%&(%1G.12"#"+(%+/%2+%#$1%/1*1&/6$%#$1)*19=1*%+(%#$1"/%+!(%=1**19,%%F1:=1%"(=1(#12%(1!%173".)1(#%&(2%
)+2"412%+3/%./+6123/1*%8+/%1&*;%3*1,%%M++(%!1%!"99%$&=1%&(%+(9"(1%)&.%+8%#$1%!+/92%#+%3.9+&2%6"#"T1(%*6"1(61%2&#&,%%-$"*%
map and database will enable citizen scientists to see how their data compares with others around the world.

Innovations in Research

The Science of Solutions
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Answers into Action

Worldwide Education

Education
Our school programs have reached more than 50,000 students directly through classroom presentations, youth lead-
1/*$".%#/&"("('0%63//"6393)%/1*+3/61*0%&(2%3("731%/1*1&/6$%&(2%.3?9"6%&!&/1(1**%6&).&"'(*,%%F1:=1%/1&6$12%#$+3*&(2*%
)+/1%.1+.91%(&#"+(!"21%="*"#"('%)3*13)*0%&73&/"3)*%&(2%.3?9"6%1=1(#*%!"#$%+3/%#/&=19"('%1G$"?"#%+(%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(, 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS & YOUTH LEADERSHIP
We bring students together, from elementary grades to universities around the world, giving 
lectures and teaching public speaking, hands-on activities, and providing leadership training to 
engage youth in action oriented solutions for their communities. 

EDUCATION KITS & CIRRICULUM
Our solutions-based education kits for students and teachers are designed as a self-guided 
tool to teach others how to do what we do. The kits contain images, videos, presentations, 
solutions cards, project ideas, and actual ocean samples containing plastic and plankton from one 
+8%#$1%4=1%';/1*,

WASTE TO WAVES EXHIBIT
-$"*% #/&=19"('% 1G$"?"#% +(% .9&*#"6% !&*#10% ?3"9#% 8/+)% /16;6912% )&#1/"&9*0% ="*"#*% &73&/"3)*0%
museums, science centers, boat shows, and any public venue around the world.

6



Solutions
5 Gyres aims to be an “Honest Broker”, inviting community and business leaders, grass-roots and government agencies, 
to bring objectivity and good science to the table when discussing solutions.

PRODUCT PARTNERSHIPS
We designed our way into this problem, and we can REDESIGN our way out. We want to 
build better products, introduce Cradle-to-Cradle systems to keep materials in the loop, and 
establish long-term partnerships with the companies that care above the bottom-line.  See our 
list of Sponsors on our Partners & Supporters webpage.

COMMUNITY ACTION
We work to clean up the world, but more importantly to prevent future waste.  We work with 
*6$++9*0%8&)"9"1*%&(2%6+))3("#;%+/'&("T&#"+(*%#+%4(2%*+93#"+(*%#$&#%4#%*.16"46%(112*,%-$1*1%
range from organizing environmental cleanups to school transitions to zero waste.  Communi-
ties and schools are healthier, happier and save money with smart alternatives. We lead com-
munities in efforts to eliminate wasteful products and practices. 

POLICYMAKING
We work with legislators and grassroots organizations to promote regulatory measures when 
#$1;%&/1%&../+./"&#1,%%OG&).91*%+8%+3/%!+/>%)&;%"(69321%./+="2"('%#1*#")+(;%#+%.+9"6;%)&>1/*0%
*6"1(#"46% "(8+/)&#"+(%&(2%';/1% *&).91*% #+%+/'&("T&#"+(*0%+/%.3?9"6% &!&/1(1**%6&).&"'(*% #+%
6$&991('1%"(23*#/;%*#/+('I&/)"(',%%F1%*#/+('9;%./+)+#1%AOG#1(212%C/+2361/%S1*.+(*"?"9"#;D%
encouraging industry to consider the complete lifecycle of what they consume. 

Global Solutions
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Communication
Communications permeate everything we do.  We engage contemporary media, including radio, television and print, in 
+/21/%#+%*$&/1%+3/%/1*1&/6$%4(2"('*%&(2%*+93#"+(*,%%<3/%./1*1(61%"(%*+6"&9%)12"&%"*%?3"92"('%+3/%/1.3#&#"+(%&*%&%/19"&?91%
source of the latest information on plastic marine pollution.

The 5 Gyres Institute contributes to legislative solutions when they are appropriate. Our vision of “Zero Waste” compels 
us to consult with stakeholder groups and grassroots organizers on common sense strategies to solve plastic pollution 
"**31*0%*36$%&*%OG#1(212%C/+2361/%S1*.+(*"?"9"#;%bOCSc0%1(6+3/&'"('%)&(38&6#3/1/*%#+%.9&(%8+/%#$1%8399%9"81I6;691%+8%#$1%
waste they generate.  5 Gyres understands that to facilitate positive change, we must stay current.  We constantly evolove 
as new science brings new strategies, especially in the digital era of organizing. 

K%B;/1*%&9*+%/1*1&/6$1*0%&3#$+/*%&(2%.3?9"*$1*%&/#"691*%"(%)&J+/%)12"&%#$&#%*#/"=1%#+%6/1&#1%&(%$+(1*#%.9&;"('%4192%?;%
refuting misinformation and rhetoric.  There is no tolerance for green-washing or stealth advocacy by industry-funded NGOs. 
We aspire to serve as a beacon for truth and transparency for like-minded associations. 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK BOTTLE BAN
Our work with Change.org generated a petition in Fall 2011 that leveraged a victory in the Grand 
E&(;+(%?;%/161"="('%+=1/%YNN0NNN%1916#/+("6%*"'(&#3/1*%&(2%6/1&#"('%XN%$"'$%./+491%)12"&%$"#*%#+%
1(6+3/&'1%.&/>%+846"&9*%#+%19")"(&#1%!&*#1%8/+)%.9&*#"6%!&#1/%?+##91*,%-$"*%$19.12%#+%*#+.%#$1%
*"('91%9&/'1*#%9"##1/12%"#1)%"(%#$1%B/&(2%E&(;+(%"#*1980%&66+3(#"('%8+/%_Nd%+8%#$1%.&/>:*%!&*#1%*#/1&),%

Communicating Our Work

Strategies for Change
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The Present and Future for The 5 Gyres Institute
W+/%#$1%.&*#%_%;1&/*0%!1:=1%6+9916#12%*3?*#&"(#"&9%*6"1(#"46%1="21(61%#$&#%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%"*%&%'9+?&9% "**310%./1*1(#% "(%
#$1%*3/8&61%!&#1/*%+8%#$1%!+/92:*%+61&(*,%F"#$%#$"*%"(8+/)&#"+(0%!1:/1%(+!%8+63*12%+(%?1"('%&%6&#&9;*#%8+/%6$&('1%&(2%
a thought leader working towards a zero waste closed loop system planet wide by 2050. We will do this by engaging 
industry, waste management professionals, NGOs, schools, and business partners in realistic, land-based solutions.

SPRING 2012 - INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SUMMITS
5 Gyres worked with teachers and students at the Island School in the Bahamas and the 
American Embassy School in India for weeks of lessons and learning, culminating in two Youth 
Summits about solutions to plastic pollution.

SUMMER 2012 - GREAT LAKES EXPEDITION
In collaboration with SUNY FACE University aboard the Flagship Niagara, we conducted the 
4/*#%*3/=1;%+8%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%"(%#$1%B/1&#%[&>1*,

2012 TO 2013 - PLASTIC POLLUTION HOTSPOT
There are many communities in the developing world that are impacted with plastic beyond their 
capacity to manage waste.  It is our intention to establish a base of operations in a community 
(1&/% +(1%+8% #$1*1% .9&*#"6% .+993#"+(% $+#*.+#*% &(2% 1G163#1% &% .9&(% 8+/% 9+('I#1/)0% *3*#&"(&?91%
conservation. 

2013 - BAY OF BENGAL EXPEDITION
One plastic pollution hotspot in the world is in the Bay of Bengal.  In collaboration with the Planetary 
E+/&9%S118%W+3(2&#"+(0%!1%!"99%*&"9%8/+)%M/"%[&(>&%#+%e&9"%#+%73&(#"8;%.9&*#"6%.+993#"+(%"(%#$+*1%!&#1/*,%
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On the Horizon
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RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS
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LECTURES
E$&/91*#+(%U73&/"3)%@%Charleston, SC%@%February 2011 
Charleston College%@%Convocation%@%Charleston, SC%@%February 2011
Central Oregon Community College%@%February 2011
Wings World Quest%@%New York, NY%@%April 2011
Blue Visions Summit%@%Washington DC%@%May 2011
United Nations Safe Planet%@%Full Fathom Five%@%New York, NY%@%May 2011
Bluemind Conference%@%San Francisco, CA%@%June 2011
Burning Man%@%Black Rock Desert, NV%@%September 2011 
-O^G0%C&*&21(&%@%Pasadena CA%@%October 2011
American University%@%Washington DC%@%October 2011
\1!%O('9&(2%U73&/"3)%@%Fall Lecture Series%@%Boston, MA%@%October 2011 
Colorado Ocean Coalition%@%Conference @%Boulder, CO%@%November 2011
B/11(W1*#%[U%@%[+*%U('191*0%EU%@%November 2011
University of New Orleans%@%New Orleans, LA%@%XNYN
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CAMPAIGNS & PROMOTIONS
Ban the Bag Campaign%@%Los Angeles - 2011 
Plastic Facts Solutions Card%@%November 2011 
5 Gyres Plastic Bottle Ban Petition%@%Grand Canyon National Parks%@%December 2011

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Presentation to Minister of the Environment%@%Easter Island, Chile%@%April 2011
UN Press Conference%@%Rio De Janeiro, Brazil%@%August 2011 
-!+%<61&(*%U73&/"3)%@%Cape Town, South Africa%@%November 2011 
B/11(1/%].+(%-$&)1*%b\B<c%@%Initiated Plastic Bag Campaign%@%London - December 2011
C9&*#"6%M+3.%W+3(2&#"+(%b\B<c%@%Plastic Soup 3 Days Conference%@%Amsterdam @%December 2011
EarthWatch Institute%@%Presentation%@%<G8+/2%@%December 2011
]("=1/*"#;%+8%-+>;+%U'/"639#3/1%&(2%-16$(+9+';%M;).+*"3)%@%-+>;+0%f&.&(%@%f3(1%XNYX

2010 - 2011 Accomplishments
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Bill McKibben
Dr. Myrto Petreas
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Dr. Ron Ritter
Jesse Nicely
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PARTNERS & AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Algalita Marine Research Institute
Biosphere Foundation
Clean Seas Coalition
Grades of Green
Green Ambassadors
Plastic Soup Foundation
The Greenrock Project 
One World One Ocean 
Pangaea Explorations
Planetary Coral Reef Foundation
Plastic Pollution Coalition
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UN Safe Planet Campaign

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Burning River Foundation 
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Life Without Plastic
Rentech
Nature Safe
Eco TANKA
Ocean Care

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Electrolux
Greenup
Klean Kanteen
Maui Jim 
Osprey

5 Gyres People, Partners, Sponsors & Supporters

12

Packaging 2.0
Patagonia
Teva
Worldminded
Yogitoes



Solving the plastic pollution crisis 
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The 5 Gyres Institute
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